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Purna Babu had to pay for all this outspokenness. He was
summoned before Sir Henry Wheeler and ordered abruptly to
join duty. But the delegates mildly demonstrated against the
order and Purna Babu was triumphantly brought back from his
train and taken in a procession to the Conference to finish the
proceedings.
A CONTRADICTION
The Hon'ble the Chief Commissioner of Delhi has taken the
trouble of controverting the allegations1 made in Young India of
the 5th instant about jail treatment. In so far as the reply contro-
verts specific charges about the Delhi Jail, I remain unconvinced.
In so far as it reflates general charges, it is irrelevant. One may
safely presume that food in the Delhi Jail, as also clothing, are no
better than in the other jails. We have the testimony of Messrs
Santanam and Desai to support Lala Shankarlal as to the qua-
lity of food issued. The wearer alone knows where the shoe pin-
ches. Lala Shankarlal has made no charge about flogging. The
correspondent, who sent his allegations, does not mention flogging
in the Delhi Jail. He had only heard of flogging in some jails. Well,
it has been officially admitted so far as the Punjab and Bengal
are concerned. So far as Allahabad is concerned, Mr. Mahadev
Desai's serious allegations remain uncontradicted. Discharge of
prisoners in a state almost of nudity in Banaras also remains un-
challenged. The shocking disclosures made by Dr. Gokul Ghand
tell their own tale. In all these circumstances, the Delhi Chief
Commissioner's report can carry no weight in India. Nothing
will please me better than to be able to admit that all my infor-
mants were wrong, and that there was no inhumanity in the
treatment of prisoners in the Indian jails. Of the apologies, the
written Independent is bringing out facts to show how they are ex-
torted. Corroboration of a startling character comes from Ben-
gal* And I am not prepared to disbelieve the charge brought by
Lala Shankarlal about the Delhi Jail. Have not the Government
stated that if the prisoners apologize they will be discharged? The
days are gone of summary dismissal of charges, which are made
after due sifting and with some sense of responsibility. No one
in India will be perturbed or taken in by the language the Chief
Commissioner has seen fit to use. He says, "The allegations con-
tained in the article are couched in language so extravagant, that
they are unlikely to convince the intelligent reader." This is what
l Vide "Notes", 5-1-1922, under the sub-title "Jail Treatment".